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Mission Statement
We aim to create a happy, caring environment in which children develop
self-confidence and independence and are encouraged to be
considerate and show respect for others, while reaching their true
potential.

Sherwood Curriculum Rationale

We aim to provide a creative and challenging curriculum that inspires our
children and prepares them for life in a culturally diverse and ever-
changing world. High expectations, inclusive approaches and excellent
teaching will form the basis of all our work. Our pupils will have the
opportunity to explore, ask questions, discover and become resilient,
independent learners. Our Curriculum will prepare our children for life-long
learning.

Inspire ¢ Explore ¢ Achieve

Sherwood Values

Teaching and Learning at Sherwood Primary School is underpinned by six
core values.

The 6 Sherwood Core-Values are:

o Honesty

o Perseverance

o Respect

o Adventurous

o Aspiration

o Independence

Alongside our core values, we also promote the fundamental British values
of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual
respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs across the
curriculum.



Collective Worship Policy

The Collective Worship Policy at Sherwood Primary School follows the
guidance of:

e Circular 1/94 Religious Education and Collective Worship
e School Standards and Framework Act 1998 — Chapter VI

‘In the light of the Christian fraditions of Great Britain, collective worship
is to be wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’. (ERA 1988,
Education Act 1993)

ERA (1988) and the Education Act (1993) state that acts of worship may
contain certain elements drawn from a number of different faiths, but
that within each term, the majority of acts of worship must be wholly or
mainly of a broadly Christian character.

At Sherwood Primary School our collective worship is broadly Christian
but is distinct from corporate worship within a faith group. There are
occasions when other faiths are the focus during collective worship, (for
example festivals, holy days etc).

At Sherwood Primary School all pupils take part in a daily act of

collective worship and facilities are available for those pupils who are
excused from attending.

The Purpose of Collective Worship

e To confribute to a sense of unity and community for the school as a
whole

e To promote spiritual, cultural and moral development

Aims of Collective Worship
e To provide opportunity for an experience of worship

e To reflect on values and concerns of the school community and the
community it serves

e To deepen and widen a child’s emotional response

e To enable children to gain insights info ways in which people express
themselves within their faith commitments.

e To promote respect and sensitivity for the beliefs and values of others



Objectives of Collective Worship

To develop a sense of:

e Awe, wonder and mystery

¢ Interdependence with the natural world

e Pattern, sequence and order

e Self-worth and value of others

To develop an awareness:

e That life involves choices of belief/attitude/behaviour/relationships

e That there are issues of meaning, purpose and value in life

All assemblies/collective worship confribute to the spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development of children, being inclusive,
educational and spiritual.

They include worship and/or Christian worship and are seen as special

times where children can feel secure and relaxed and share with
others to foster a feeling of community.

Planning

Assemblies are planned on a termly basis by the Headteacher to follow
themes which promotes spiritual, cultural and moral development.
They include examples from various religious cultures. These themes are
linked to:

e Religious events

Special days

Special events in the life of the school

Global Learning Themes

Inclusion and Equality Themes

and are linked to the Calendar of Religious Festivals for the year.



Assemblies
e Meetings are arranged to develop a sense of occasion
e Children are expected to enter and leave quietly

e Music is played at the start and end of the assembly from a variety of
sources

e A hymn or appropriate song relevant to the theme of the week is
collectively shared

The Law

Parents have the right to withdraw their child from acts of worship.
Arrangements are made for children who are withdrawn from
collective worship. All children will be provided with appropriate
classwork and will be supervised in the activity room by members of
staff. In class assembly time children will be given appropriate work to
complete whilst the rest of the class take part in assembly/collective
worship. Staff, equally, have the right to withdraw from collective
worship.
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