Anglo-Saxons and Scols
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Settling Down

The Anglo-Saxons preferred to live very differently to the Romans who had established large
towns in Britain during their rule. Places like London and Cirencester, which were thriving
centres under the Romans became much smaller and quieter during the Anglo-Saxon times,
and some towns were completely abandoned and the buildings were left to go to ruin.

The Anglo-Saxons
chose to live in small
villages instead, which
were often set up by
clearing away a part of
a forest.

The Anglo-Saxons lived
in family houses which
were built around a
central hall where the
village chief lived.




Village Jobs

Everyone who lived in an Anglo-Saxon village
contributed to its running in some way.

There were a variety of every day jobs to be
done including:

e Clearing and ploughing the ground.

e Grinding flour and making bread.

* Growing crops and tending to livestock.
Some people had more specialised jobs:

e Blacksmiths forged metal to make tools and
weapons.

Woodworkers made bowls, wheels and
furniture.

Jewellers made brooches and ornaments for
the rich.

What other jobs do you think needed to be done?




The Anglo-Saxons positioned their The chief of the village lived in a larger house in the centre of
villages near a water source, such as a the village. This house might also contain a meeting hall.

river or lake, which would provide
drinking water and fish to eat.

Livestock was kept in the village.
Children would often be
responsible for looking out for

wolves, which were wild in Britainf =

during the Anglo-Saxon times.

Some buildings were reserved
for specific purposes, such as a
space for performing a craft like

Fields for growing crops were
ploughed over to prepare
them for planting. Oxen
would pull a basic plough
which was called an ard.

Family groups lived in
smaller village houses.

Pots made from clay were
fired (dried out and hardened)
on a large open fire.




People played instruments to M| Meat and fish are hung up at

provide entertainment. This : Y A A the ceiling above the fire so
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Most houses had one room, ‘

people also slept here.
A large barrel holds beer to drink.

A fire in the centre of the room
provides warmth and light and
a place to cook the food.




